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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 2767 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEAN, ECIN 

SUBJECT: ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 
REF: (A) STATE 154057, (B) SINGAPORE 2603 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED RESULTS OF RECENT ASEAN MINISTERIAL 
MEETINGS WITH CHEW TAI SOO, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MFA'S 
ECONOMIC DIVISION. WHILE LITTLE NEW EMERGED FROM 
DISCUSSION, GOS SLANT ON RESULTS OF MEETINGS MAY BE 

OF INTEREST. EMBOFF GAVE COPY PARAS 2-4 OF REFTEL A 
TO CHEW. 

2. ON ASEAN INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS, CHEW SAID ECON 
MINS DID NOT DISCUSS DIESEL PROJECT AT ALL. HE SAID 
THAT GOS OBTAINED APPROVAL FROM ASEAN PARTNERS TO 
KEEP EXTENT OF ITS PARTICIPATION IN THEIR PROJECTS 
FLEXIBLE (FROM ONE TO TEN PERCENT DEPENDING ON GOS 
VIEW OF ANTICIPATED RATE OF RETURN). CHEW THOUGHT 
IT QUITE POSSIBLE THAT GOS WOULD GO AHEAD WITH ITS 
OWN NON-ASEAN DIESEL PLANT. (SINCE SUBMITTING REF B, 
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WE HAVE ALSO TALKED WITH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
OFFICIAL, WHO CONFIRMED OUR SUGGESTION THAT GOS IS 
RELIEVED TO HAVE A WAY OUT OF BUILDING AN ASEAN 
DIESEL PLANT AND MAY WELL GO AHEAD WITH ITS OWN.) 

3. ON GUIDELINES FOR INDUSTRIAL COMPLEMENTATION, 

CHEW SAID GOS DOES NOT REALLY WANT ANY GUIDELINES 
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AT ALL, AND CERTAINLY CANNOT ACCEPT THOSE PUT 
FORWARD BY COIME, WHICH IT REGARDS AS BLATANT 
PROTECTIONISM. IT PARTICULARLY OPPOSES PROVISIONS 
(A) FOR PRIOR APPROVAL BY ASEAN GOVERNMENTS OF NEW 
INDUSTRIES TO BE INCLUDED IN SCHEME, (B) FOR TARIFF 
CUTS FOR INDIVIDUAL COMPANIES APPROVED FOR 
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEMENTATION STATUS, AND (C) FOR LOCAL 
FINANCIAL CONTROL OVER ANY FUTURE FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
(ESTABLISHED FOREIGN SUBSIDIARIES, CHEW THOUGHT, 
WOULD QUALIFY EVEN IF FOREIGN CONTROLLED). GOS 
MANAGED TO GET ECON MINS TO REFER GUIDELINES TO 
ASEAN CCI FOR DESK STUDY OF TWO OR THREE INDUSTRIES 
WHICH MIGHT BE INCLUDED IN SCHEME; IT HOPES THAT 
COUNTRIES LIKE MALAYSIA AND INDONESIA WILL SEE 
THAT PHILIPPINE-BACKED PROPOSALS ARE NOT AT ALL 
IN THEIR INTERESTS. ASEAN CCI REVIEW WOULD GO TO 
COIME, THEN AGAIN TO ECON MINS. CHEW SAID GOS 
MIGHT EVENTUALLY ACCEPT TRADE PREFERENCES IF ON 
PRODUCT RATHER THAN INDIVIDUAL COMPANY BASIS, BUT 
WILL REFUSE TO GO ALONG WITH "PROTECTIONIST, 
NATIONALIST" RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT. 

4. ON US-ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, CHEW ADDED 
LITTLE TO PREVIOUS REPORTING. HE DID SAY, HOWEVER, 

THAT WHAT GOS SEEKS FROM MEETINGS IS GREATER USG 
POLITICAL COMMITMENT TO ASEAN REGION; "WE SEE THIS AS 
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A POLITICAL EXERCISE WHICH SHOULD GIVE FURTHER 
RECOGNITION TO ASEAN". HE CONFIRMED THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTER RAJARATNAM WILL HEAD GOS DELEGATION, 
ACCOMPANIED PROBABLY BY A SENIOR MINISTER OF STATE 
FOR FINANCE AS WELL AS OTHER OFFICIALS. 

INGRAHAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SINGAP02767 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780258-0141 
Format: TEL 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780635/aaaabecc.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c9413984-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 154057, 78 SINGAPORE 2603 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2263898 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 
TAGS: ECIN, SN, ASEAN, (CHEW TAI SOO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c9413984-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



